in the East, including Harvard University in Boston, the Smithsonian in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and the Missouri Botanical Gardens in St. Louis. 


1959 Nomrinatinc CommirreE Reports 
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE of the California Academy of Sciences recently 
hled with the Secretary of the Academy a report of its nominations. 

Nominated for five-year terms on the Board of Trustees are: Mrs. Joseph C. 
Fennelly, San Francisco; Mrs. Henry Potter Russell, San Francisco; Dr. A. 
Starker Leopold, Professor of Zoology, University of California; Mr. Decker G. 
McAllister, President, Pacific Scientihe Company; and Dr. Ira L. Wiggins, 
Director, Natural History Museum, Stanford University. 

According to the Constitution, additional nominations may be made to the 
Secretary in writing by ten or more Corporate Members on or before September 
15. If no such additional nominations are made, at the annual meeting of the 
Academy (October 7 this year) the Secretary will cast the unanimous ballot of 
the Corporate Members for the ticket reported by the Nominating Committee. 


IcHs AND Herpes 
Tue Acapemy’s ALAN Leviron, Acting Assistant Curator of Herpetology, was 
elected Secretary-Treasurer of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpe- 
tologists, Western Division, at its last Annual Meeting which was held in San 
Diego. 
During the same conclave, Mr. Leviton was also elected to the Board of 
Governors of the National Organization. 


Return oF A WINNER 
“ScIENCE IN Action, the Academy's award-winning television series, will return 
to the air Monday, September 14, at 7:00 p.m., on KRON-TYV, Channel 4. 

The first show of the fall season, “Science Milestones,” will feature guest 
scientist Dr. Harvey E. White, Professor of Physics at the University of Cali- 
fornia. 

During the summer the staff of the Television Department has pre-taped two 
shows and are currently on a trip to Hawaii for the production of two more. 
Benjamin Draper, Executive Producer of the series, promises a full report for 
the October News Letter. 

Paciric FErstiva 
Paciric Discovery, the Academy's own distinguished publication, will be fea- 
tured in a display in Brooks Hall during San Francisco’s 2nd Annual Pacihe 
Festival which is to be held from September 18 to 27. 

Forty-four states and nations are participating in this city-wide celebration 
and members of the Academy are urged to take advantage of a unique and 
colorful opportunity. 

PLANETARIUM SHOW 
BEGINNING ON SEPTEMBER 16, a not-to-be-missed presentation entitled “Bombard- 
ment from Space” will be featured at the Alexander F. Morrison Planetarium. 
The first of the autumn shows deals particularly with comets, meteors and 
asteroids and the spectacular results which occur when they invade the earth’s 
atmosphere. Their construction and interconnection are given a full explanation 
by Planetarium astronomers. 
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September Announcement 


THE REGULAR SEPTEMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday, September 16, in the May Treat Morrison 
Auditorium. W. I. Follett, Curator of the Academy’s Department of Ichthyology, 
will present an illustrated lecture of particular topical interest entitled: 


“Tue Great Wirt SHARK, OR MAN-EATER 
OF THE Paciric Coast” 

Long before the public concern which was evidenced after the fatality which 
occurred from a shark attack in the early part of May of this year, and the second 
death from a similar cause at La Jolla five weeks later, the Department of Ichthy- 
ology had been amassing copious information and study material on the diverse 
kinds of sharks included in the California fauna. Of the approximately 200 
species of sharks known, 32 are recorded from the waters of the California coast. 

The collection of shark specimens now in the Department of Ichthyology 
probably exceeds, in certain areas, that of any similar department in the world. 

Prominent in this study material is that of the massive, swift and voracious 
predator called the Great White Shark, or more commonly, Man-eater, and 
known to science as Carcharadon carchartas (Linnaeus). (1t was Linnaeus, an 
18th century biologist, who was firmly convinced that the whale which had 
swallowed Jonah was, in fact, a Man-eater. ) 

For a number of years, this distinctively equipped, formidably destructive 
inhabitant of the California coast has been of vital interest to Mr. Follett, and 
he has taken every opportunity afforded him to add further to documented 
scientific knowledge. 

In this illustrated lecture, Mr. Follett will summarize the results of his studies 
to date. He will describe in detail the characteristics which distinguish the Man- 
eater from its less awesome cousins and will discuss the records reached as to its 
length and weight. Its geographical range will be indicated, as well as the wide 
variety of comestibles included in its diet. 


ANNuAL ACADEMY MEETING 
Next MONTH'S MEETING, scheduled tor Wednesday, October 7, will be the annual 
Academy meeting, and all members are urged to attend. 

Following the brief business portion of the evening, the first of the 1959-1960 
Audubon Screen Tours will be presented. It will feature Laurel (Mrs. T. Eric) 
Reynolds and a wildlife film sure to be of interest. Entitled “The New World 
Rediscovered,” this color motion picture retraces the journeys taken by some 
of the early explorers of the new world and takes the viewer to the Caribbean, 
the Florida peninsula, the Sea of Cortez, among other places, vivid in color 
contrast to the white wilderness of our brand-new state, Alaska. 


Atice Eastwoop In CoLorapo 
A portiION oF A LETTER from Benjamin Draper, head of the Academy’s Tele- 
vision Department, written during his summer holiday in Colorado to a staff 
member, will be of particular interest to devotees of Alice Eastwood and her 
work. The following quotation seems particularly apropos in that next month 
will see the dedication of the Alice Eastwood Hall of Botany: 
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“Yesterday we commemorated Alice Eastwood’s centennial in this Colorado 
high mountain fastness with reverence and affection amid the most colorful 
botanical display nature has provided in many a year. There were no speeches 
and no bronze plaques—only a handful of mountain climbers who drank deeply 
of the world she had loved. Gray’s Peak Basin, blessed with plentiful snows last 
winter and more recently with spring and summer rains, was gloriously abloom. 

“We stood on the cabin site where Miss Eastwood and Alfred Russell Wal- 
lace botanized in 1882. We thought of the great John Torrey, who visited the 
peak named for him in 1872. We climbed to the summit of the 14,000-foot 
granite monolith named for Asa Gray and saw all creation spread below. 

“Blossoming among the rocks and in the Alpine meadow were Alice East- 
wood’s blue pentstemon, mariposa lilies, Indian paintbrush, and yes—her be- 
loved evening primroses. Each year and for each generation, the high mountain 
country celebrates a permanent and ever-renewing memorial for those who love 
the bright carpet of nature.” 


New Starr MEMBER In A New Liprary 
Mr. Davin Locuer, formerly reference librarian at the University of San Fran- 
cisco and previous to that cataloguer at Scripps Institute of Oceanography at 
La Jolla, has joined the staff of the newly occupied J. W. Mailliard, Jr., Library, 
as Assistant Librarian. 
Mr. Locher, originally from Towa, received his Master of Arts in Library 
Science at the University of Michigan in 1954. 


Mataco.ocicaL MEET 
ALLYN SmitH, Executive Assistant and Research Malacologist at the Aeagerny: 
attended the ected Meeting of the American Malacological Union, Pacific 
Division, which was held in July at the University of Redlands. He presented 
an illustrated lecture on the numerous land snails which were collected during 
the Academy Expedition to the Cape Region of Baja California, in January of 
this year. Several probable new species were reported. 

Mr. Smith is not only past chairman, Pacific Division, but also past president 
of the national organization. His most recent publication, devoted to a new 
Beringius of the Pacific Northwest, appeared in the July 1959 issue of Nautilus, 
a journal devoted to the study of Mollusks. 


Snakes ALIVE! 

TWELVE FEET HAVE BEEN ADDED to the live reptile collection on exhibit in Stein- 
hart Aquarium. A gift of the Messrs. Maurice Rakowicz and Ken Staley, own- 
ers of the Colombia Aquarium in Hayward, California, four yards of greenish- 
yellow anaconda now reside in a case in the indoor swamp. 

The donors maintain a collecting station in South America and fly their 
specimens to the United States in a modified B-25. Their gift to the Academy 
came from the heart of the anaconda country in the state of Caqueta, Colombia. 


INTERNATIONAL BoTANICAL CONGRESS 
Dr. Evizaperu McCurinrocr, Associate Curator of the Department of Botany, 
attended the 9th International Botanical Congress which was held August 15-30 
at McGill University in Montreal, Canada. 
At the close of the meeting, Dr. McClintock visited several botanical centers 
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